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SUPPORT ASSURANCE WHILE YOU SHOP!
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS
With special holiday meals taking place soon, now
is the perfect time to support Assurance at no
cost to you! Before you run to the grocery store
for your Thanksgiving turkey, be sure to enroll
in Kroger Community Rewards (www.kroger.
com) and select Assurance (search Assurance or
PX334 during the enrollment process) as your
organization. Once enrolled, simply swipe your
Kroger Plus Card and a portion of your sale will
be donated to Assurance. Be sure to check your
receipts to make sure they say “Kroger is donating
to Assurance” at the bottom.
There are other programs that will also give back to Assurance at no cost to you. Check out
assuranceforlife.org/giveback/ for more information. Enroll now before you begin your Christmas
shopping and save lives while you shop!

expressions of
FALL 2020

The Gift of Time

by Keturah Johnson, Client Services Director
We talk a lot about the services Assurance offers—
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, safe and confidential
options counseling, etc. One thing we offer which we don’t
always immediately highlight is the gift of time.

Time to process.
Time to be heard.
Time to be still.
Time to actually pause and think about the next step to be
taken.
Abortion clinics capitalize on the rushed panic women often
feel when they face an unplanned pregnancy, but time and
time again we hear from women, “If I had just taken the
time to process…I might not have aborted” or “I called and
scheduled an abortion and had it done before I even realized
what I’d done.”
Recently we served a client who had taken a pregnancy test
at 8:30am, called a national hotline looking for an abortion
by 9:00am, and by 10:30am was sitting in our office asking
for information about her abortion options. The news of her
pregnancy was SO fresh that morning that she was having a
hard time processing any of the information we discussed,
but what she did know was that she was scared and couldn’t
fathom how they could add another baby to their household.
The client had lost her job right before giving birth earlier
this year, and by the time she’d recovered from delivery, the
COVID pandemic had hit and job prospects were few.
She didn’t want to abort.
But in the rush of finding out she was pregnant that morning
with two young children sleeping in the room next to her,
she did the only thing she could think of to try to calm
her racing nerves, and that was to call what she thought
was an abortion clinic. Thankfully, though she hadn’t yet
realized it, who she called was one of our partner scheduling
agencies. She spoke with someone who calmly and kindly
explained how we could help her. Hours later, she sat in our

office and received a free pregnancy test, information about
her options, and the offer of an ultrasound; however, she
also encountered the ability to hit the “pause” button—to
wait a week until she was far enough along to return for an
ultrasound to get measurements and check for viability—
and during that time of “pause” she received the ability to
actually think through and weigh the decision before her.
We didn’t rush her. We met her in her panicked rush
and invited her to breathe. We gave her information that
helped her realize she didn’t have to make a decision
that morning or even the next morning. We gave her the
opportunity to have the powerful realization that she had
time to stop before moving forward.
She missed her ultrasound appointment the following week.
When I called, she sounded much more upbeat than when I
met with her in person. She was still weighing her options,
but time had slowed the panic. Time had opened her doors
rather than closing them.
Fast forward another week. She came to our office for
her ultrasound, and as soon as I brought her back to the
intake room, it was clear the tone was very different than
two weeks prior. She shared that in the days following her
first appointment at Assurance, she and her boyfriend had
changed their conversation from “Can we make it work
to have another baby?” to instead, “How can we make this
work?” Her boyfriend had started a new job, and she was
exploring apartment options that would give them more
space to welcome a new baby home.
She was immensely grateful for the ultrasound she received
that day, but she also verbalized how grateful she was to
have come here first…before an abortion clinic. She said
that she realized how she could have called an abortion
clinic, gone there first, and scheduled an abortion before
she even stopped to think about what she was choosing.
She thanked us for giving her time and space and for not
pressuring her or rushing her to decide anything too quickly.
Never underestimate the power of something so “obvious”
as time. Sometimes the most simple and obvious things we
can do make the biggest impact.

A BANQUET Re-Imagined
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Banquet ReImagined! Our committee of volunteers demonstrated creativity,
determination, and great faith in adjusting our banquet plans. We
appreciate all they did to make sure Assurance continues to receive,
even in the midst of a pandemic, the support it needs to accomplish
our mission, and our guests still enjoyed an engaging and
inspirational banquet experience. We are so grateful to those who
hosted in-person and virtual experiences and to our event sponsors.
So far, $92,982 has been raised towards our goal of $165,000!
If 2020 has taught us anything, it is that we need to hold loosely
to our plans and be ready to flex and adjust when needed. There
are several planned banquet gatherings that, for various reasons,
needed to be pushed outside of our original target window for
timing. But with the flexibility of our banquet experience this year,
that is no problem. We are excited about the experiences yet to
come and are grateful for every dollar raised so far. If you have not
yet participated and would like an opportunity to view the virtual
banquet content and support our ministry through this event,
please email info@assurancecare.org and we will make sure you
have the chance to join in the experience.
Thank you again to our presenting sponsor, First Southern National
Bank, and the rest of our event sponsors. Thanks to these companies
and families, all costs for the event have been covered and every
dollar given towards the banquet will go to the work of our ministry.

Presenting Legacy of Life Sponsor

Life Changer Sponsors

Rev. Chuck & Teresa Cooper
Tom & Shirley Daniel
Daybreak Community Church
George & Patty Gilpin
Tom & Dee Herndon

Jim & Susan Ishmael
Boone Logan
Kathy & Rick Music
Mike & Pam Pepper

We are deeply grateful for our Banquet Committee: Anna Hogan, Chair, Laura Avent,
Keshonia Baker, Donna Kearns, and Tanya Layne.
Also special thanks to the staff, volunteers, and former clients who appeared in our banquet video,
Dan Lewis, with The River Foundation, who served as our virtual emcee, and
Jason Parmer, with Dapper, who produced the virtual banquet content.

Covid-Friendly Volunteer Opportunities
Are you looking for a way to volunteer? Due to precautions we are taking related to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of our
typical volunteer opportunities are not available. But there are still things you can do with your time and talent to support our
mission! For more information, check out our website assuranceforlife.org/covid-friendly-volunteer-opportunities/or contact
info@assurancecare.org.
1. Painting. We are looking for family/household units that
would not need to distance from each other to paint on the
weekends to freshen up some clinic spaces!
2. Remodeling. Are you handy with small renovation projects?
Contact us regarding upcoming remodeling needs!
3. Virtual Baby Shower. Host a virtual baby shower to restock
our Baby Boutique.
4. Interpreters. Are you fluent in a language other than English?
We are looking to expand our list of volunteer interpreters.
5. Blessing Bags. Assemble gift bags with items such as lotion,
chocolate, candles, facials, etc. to give our clients to encourage
them as they encounter a very stressful time in their lives.

6. Ease their Discomfort bags. Small things make a big
difference to a woman with morning sickness. Put together
a bag of “anti-nausea items” such as saltine crackers,
hyperemesis bags, ginger ale, ginger chews, and peppermints.
7. Prayer. We welcome you joining with us in prayer for our
clients and staff.
8. Staff Encouragement. Send a note of prayer and
encouragement to staff members as they continue to minister
to the women and men in our community.

CLIENT STATS

January 2020 - September 2020

772

176

total client visits

male client visits

266

204

positive pregnancy tests

ultrasounds

43% abortion minded
54% abortion vulnerable

25

110

visits with post-abortive
women and men

STI Tests

235

23

spiritual discussions

Bibles given out

29

93

# of times the
gospel was shared

projected lives saved

4,666

projected lives saved since 1985!

Assurance Co-Medical Directors
We are incredibly grateful for Dr. Emily Cunningham who faithfully served as one of our
medical directors for many years. Dr. Cunningham and her family have moved out of state.
Join us in praying for the Lord to bless them in their new community.
In advance of Dr. Cunningham’s move, we prayed for God to provide a new medical director
to join Dr. Ramon Thomas, who is continuing to serve in that position. We are thrilled to
share that He has called Dr. Jeanne Bramer back to our ministry to serve another term
as co-medical director. Dr. Bramer (formerly practiced under her maiden name, O’Nan)
received her medical degree from the University of Kentucky in 1995, where she also
completed her residency in OB/GYN. She has been board certified since 2001.
Dr. Jeanne Bramer

Dr. Bramer was in private practice for 12 years in Lexington and during that time served as
Assurance’s medical director before moving to Fairbanks, Alaska, where she worked for the
Indian Health Service for four years. She has returned to Kentucky, where she is working
part time in an underserved clinic.
Dr. Bramer has been involved with several medical missions as well as working with
pregnancy centers for the past 20 years. She has been a member of the American Association
of Pro-life Obstetricians and Gynecologists (AAPLOG) since 2013 and has served on
its board since 2017. She is on the board of La Cima Medical Missions and serves as a
consultant for Earth Mission Asia. She is also on the medical advisory team for CareNet.

Dr. Ramon Thomas

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Bramer back to Assurance, in praising God for providing
once again for our ministry, and in praying for Dr. Bramer and Dr. Thomas as they serve as
our co-medical directors.

